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Thankless Job??

FIRST THINGS FIRST!!!!

Let me say “THANKS” on behalf of the Air 
Line Pilots Association and The International 
Federation of Air line Pilots. Our Pilots, 
Airlines and most importantly, our 
Passengers are safe because of your 
professional, detailed approach to lighting 
Runways, Taxiways and Obstacles!!!
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Flight Crew Decision
Making Process

Information used in flight crew decision making 
comes in many forms:
• Communications – ATC, Company, 

AWOS/ASOS
• Airport Markings, Signage, Lighting, 

Visual Aids
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Because a large amount of 
information can be put on a chart, 
on a piece of paper, or reproduced 
digitally doesn’t mean the 
information is easily read, 
understood and useable.

Flight Crew Decision
Making Process
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The challenge facing us is to make 
the vast amount of information that 
is available to flight crews for each 
flight:
• Manageable
• Understandable
• Pertinent to the operation at hand

Flight Crew Decision
Making Process



8

Multi-directional approach
• Airport Markings, Signage, 
Lighting, Visual Aids

• Printed information & digital 
information 

• Communications  
• Education/Awareness

No Single Solution
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Visual Aids



Weather and Lighting

 Airplanes fly in all kinds of weather…



When surfaces look like this..



Or this…



Isn’t this better??



How about signs?



Are they Confusing? 
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Visual information presented 
to flight crews to assist them 
in their decision making 
process should be intuitive
in helping them “make the 
right choice.”

Visual Aids
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RWSL and THL Lighting
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Lights
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Lights
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Lights
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Lights



IFALPA’ RUNWAY 
SAFETY MANUAL



The Pilot Friendly Airport
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THANK YOU
for your commitment to the 

continuous improvement of aviation 
safety.

Together we are making a differenceTogether we are making a difference

STEVE JANGELIS@ALPA.ORG


